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HOEKOM?
VROEË
KINDONTWIKKELING

Poverty is widely recognised as ‘a root
cause of poor child development’. Low
socioeconomic status is a key predictor
of poor early childhood development.
Persistent, cumulative poverty and
exposure to hardship in the first year of
life have a detrimental effect on cognitive
functioning, with the impact
being stronger on verbal, compared to
non-verbal, skills

Wanneer kinders die ouderdom van 2 jaar
bereik, sal die brein reeds 80% van volwasse
grootte bereik. Die tydperk vanaf bevrugting
tot 2 jaar beloop ‘n duisend dae: ‘n nooit-
herhaalbare periode van ontwikkeling. 
Indien kinders in hierdie periode ontvang wat
hulle benodig, sal hulle goed op weg wees om
hul Godgegewe potensiaal te bereik. 

Dis wetenskap

ECD offers a “unique and invaluable
window of opportunity to secure the
optimal development of the child, and by
extension, the positive developmental
trajectory of a country”

National Integrated Early Childhood
Development Policy Republic of South
Africa, 2015

The ‘food poverty line’ is the most severe, as
people iving below this level of income are

unable to afford sufficient food to provide
adequate nutrition. The value of the ‘food

poverty line’ was equivalent to R 531 in 2017,
per person per month (Statistics South Africa,

2017, p. 8).

Children living
households below the

‘upperbound
poverty line’

  

The ‘upper-bound poverty line’ was R 1 138 for
2017, per person per month, this is the minimum
required to afford both the minimum adequate

food and basic non-food
items (Hall et al. 2017, p. 9; Statistics South

Africa, 2017, p. 8).

30% of young children
fall below the ‘food

poverty line’.
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